Jesus' Solemn Entry into Jerusalem 
 A Lesson in Humility and Sacrificial Love
Objective: By the end of this lesson, students will understand the significance of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, recognizing it as a demonstration of humility, sacrificial love, and fulfillment of prophecy.
Materials Needed:
1. Bible passages: Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-44, John 12:12-19
2. Visual aids: Icon depicting Jesus' entry into Jerusalem
Introduction 
1. Ask students if they have heard the story of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. Please encourage them to share what they know about the event.
2. Explain that Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, often called Palm Sunday, is a significant event in the Christian tradition. It marks the beginning of Holy Week leading up to Easter Sunday.
3. Talk about the Serbian traditions tied with this feast of the church, especially the procession around the church with bells and pussy willow branches. Explain why we call this feast Vrbica. 
Main Lesson 
1. Read or summarize the Bible passages describing Jesus' entry into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-44, John 12:12-19). 
Highlight critical details such as:
· Jesus riding on a donkey, fulfilling prophecy (Zechariah 9:9).
· The crowds are waving palm branches and shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"
· The humility of Jesus' mode of transportation compared to the expectations of a conquering king.
2. Discuss the significance of Jesus' actions:
· Jesus' choice of a donkey symbolizes humility and peace, contrasting with the image of a warrior king riding on a horse.
· The crowds' use of palm branches and their shouts of "Hosanna" echo the actions of people welcoming a king, but they also acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah.
· Jesus' entry into Jerusalem fulfills Old Testament prophecies, demonstrating his divine authority.
3. Explore the themes of humility and sacrificial love:
· Discuss how Jesus' willingness to ride on a humble donkey instead of a majestic horse illustrates humility.
· Reflect on Jesus' ultimate act of sacrificial love – his willingness to go to the cross to save humanity from sin and death.
· Encourage students to consider how they can demonstrate humility and sacrificial love in their own lives, following Jesus' example.
Activity 
1. Pass the activity pages to the students (included with this lesson) and ask them to complete the pages in 5-10 minutes. 
2. If time allows, divide students into small groups. Provide each group with a scenario or question related to humility and sacrificial love (e.g., "How can you show humility when you win a game?" or "What are some ways you can sacrificially love others in your community?").
3. Have groups discuss their scenarios and develop practical solutions or responses.
4. Invite groups to share their ideas with the class, encouraging discussion and reflection.
Conclusion 
1. Summarize the lesson's key points: Jesus' entry into Jerusalem demonstrated humility, fulfilled prophecy, and foreshadowed his sacrificial love on the cross.
2. Encourage students to reflect on how they can apply Jesus' example of humility and sacrificial love in their own lives.
3. Close with a prayer or sing the troparion of the feast together with children. 
Troparion — Tone 1
By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your passion, You did confirm the universal Resurrection, O Christ God! Like the children with the palms of victory, we cry out to You, O Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the Highest! Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord!

