"Triumph of Faith: Lazarus' Resurrection, Jesus' Entry into Jerusalem, and Their Impact Today"
Lesson for Teenagers

Objective: By the end of this lesson, teenagers will deepen their understanding of the significance of Lazarus' resurrection and Jesus' entry into Jerusalem in Orthodox Christian tradition and relate these events to their everyday lives.
Introduction 
· Begin by briefly summarizing the stories of Lazarus' resurrection and Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, highlighting key points such as:
· Lazarus' illness and death, Jesus' delayed arrival, and the miraculous raising of Lazarus from the dead (John 11).
· Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem on a donkey, fulfilling prophecy and receiving praise from the crowds (Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-44, John 12:12-19).
Explain that these events hold significant meaning in Orthodox Christian tradition and that we will explore their relevance to our lives as teenagers.
Main Lesson 
1. Discuss the significance of Lazarus' resurrection:
   - Explore the themes of faith, hope, and the power of God's love to overcome death.
• Faith: Lazarus' resurrection illustrates the power of faith in Jesus Christ. Despite Lazarus being dead for four days, his sisters, Mary and Martha, believed that Jesus could perform a miracle. Their unwavering faith led to Lazarus being raised from the dead, reminding us that nothing is impossible with God.
• Hope: Lazarus' story is a beacon of hope for all believers. It shows that even in the darkest times, there is hope for restoration and new life through Jesus. Just as Lazarus returned from death, we can find hope knowing that Jesus has conquered death and offered us eternal life.
• Power of God's love: Lazarus' resurrection demonstrates the limitless power of God's love. Jesus' deep love for Lazarus and his family made him perform this extraordinary miracle, showcasing God's boundless compassion and care for His children.
 Reflect on how Lazarus' resurrection foreshadows Jesus' resurrection and victory over death.
• Lazarus' resurrection serves as a foreshadowing of Jesus' ultimate victory over death. Just as Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Jesus would later conquer death through His resurrection. This event strengthens our faith in Jesus as the Son of God and the source of eternal life.
2. Explore the meaning of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem:
   - Discuss the symbolism of Jesus riding on a donkey, representing humility and peace, rather than a horse, which would symbolize war and conquest.
• Symbolism of Jesus riding on a donkey: By choosing to ride on a humble donkey rather than a majestic horse, Jesus symbolized humility and peace. He presented himself not as a conquering king but as a servant leader who came in peace to bring salvation to humanity.
• Reactions of the crowds: The crowds' praise and adoration for Jesus as the Messiah reflected their belief in Him as the promised Savior. However, their expectations may have been different from Jesus' true mission. Some may have anticipated a political leader who would overthrow Roman rule, while Jesus came to establish a spiritual kingdom based on love, grace, and redemption.
Consider the crowds' reactions. They praised Jesus as the Messiah but may have had different expectations of what that meant.
3. Relate these events to everyday life:
• Reflecting on personal experiences: Encourage teenagers to think about times when they faced challenges such as illness, loss, or disappointment and how their faith provided them with hope and strength to persevere.
• Emphasizing humility and service: Discuss the importance of humility in our interactions with others, even in moments of success or triumph. Jesus' example of riding on a donkey teaches us the value of humility and serving others with love and compassion.
• Practicing faith in everyday life: Encourage teenagers to praise and honor God in their daily lives through acts of kindness, gratitude, and devotion. Remind them that worshiping God is not confined to church services or special occasions but can be expressed through their actions, words, and attitudes toward others.

Discussion Questions:
* Note: You can use the following ten questions as a suggestion for your main lesson. 
1. How do you think Lazarus felt when raised from the dead after being in the tomb for four days?
   - Encourage students to imagine themselves in Lazarus' shoes and consider the emotions he might have experienced – surprise, disbelief, gratitude, awe, or joy. Discuss how this miraculous event would have impacted Lazarus and his loved ones.
2. Have you ever experienced a situation in which you felt hopeless or desperate but then found hope through your faith?
   - Invite students to share personal experiences of facing challenges or struggles where they felt hopeless but found hope and strength through their faith in God. Discuss how these experiences have shaped their understanding of faith and resilience.
3. Why do you think Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey instead of a horse?
   - Encourage students to consider the symbolism behind Jesus' choice of transportation. Discuss how riding on a donkey symbolizes humility, peace, and servanthood, contrasting with the image of a warrior king riding on a horse. Explore how this reflects Jesus' mission and character as the Prince of Peace.
4. What does humility mean, and how can you practice it daily?
   - Define humility as putting others before oneself, acknowledging one's strengths and weaknesses without arrogance, and serving others with kindness and compassion. Please encourage students to reflect on practical ways to practice humility in their interactions with others, such as listening, being open to feedback, and serving those in need.
5. How do you think the crowds' expectations of Jesus may have influenced their reaction to his entry into Jerusalem?
   - Discuss how the crowds may have had varied expectations of Jesus, ranging from hoping for a political leader to seeking spiritual redemption. Explore how these differing expectations could have influenced their response to Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, from enthusiastic praise to potential disappointment or confusion.
6. How can we praise and honor God daily, beyond attending church services or special events?
   - Brainstorm ways to integrate praise and worship into daily routines, such as prayer, gratitude, acts of kindness, and living out Christian values in daily interactions. Encourage students to recognize the sacred in the ordinary and cultivate a worship lifestyle.
7. What do you think it means to live a life of faith, especially when faced with challenges or doubts?
   - Prompt students to reflect on the nature of faith as trusting in God's goodness and faithfulness, even during uncertainty or adversity. Discuss how faith involves seeking God's guidance, finding strength in prayer and community, and persevering through doubt with hope and trust.
8. How does the resurrection of Lazarus remind us of Jesus' power over death and his promise of eternal life?
   - Explore the theological significance of Lazarus' resurrection as a foreshadowing of Jesus' resurrection and victory over death. Discuss how this miracle reinforces the Christian belief in the resurrection of the dead and the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ.
9. How can we support and encourage each other in our faith journeys, especially during difficult times?
   - Encourage students to reflect on the importance of community and mutual support in their spiritual growth. Discuss practical ways to encourage and uplift one another, such as through prayer, accountability, mentorship, and acts of service.
10. How can we follow Jesus' example of sacrificial love and service to others in our relationships, communities, and the world?
    - Prompt students to consider how they can emulate Jesus' sacrificial love by prioritizing the needs of others, showing compassion to the marginalized, and serving with humility and selflessness. Encourage them to identify opportunities for acts of love and service daily.
Conclusion 
1. Summarize the lesson's key points, emphasizing the importance of faith, hope, humility, and sacrificial love in our lives as Orthodox Christian teenagers.
2. Encourage students to continue reflecting on these themes and applying them to their everyday lives, seeking to follow the example of Jesus in all they do.
3. Close with a prayer or by singing a troparion of the feast with students.  
Troparion of the Feast — Tone 1
By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your passion, You did confirm the universal Resurrection, O Christ God! Like the children with the palms of victory, we cry out to You, O Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the Highest! Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord!
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